Writing i1s Like ..

= Building a House. %
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Stage 1: Building

Building a house requires a Stage 2: DeCOrating

strong foundation, organized
blueprint, and sturdy

_ Finishing a house requires a sense
materials.

of style, attention to details, and
lots of cleaning up.

Writing a paper requires a -
strong purpose, clear S\~ Finishing a paper also

organization, and meaningful re&qw;es atsedns:[e_lof sty(ljei ;
supporting details. attention 1o @etails, and lots

of cleaning up.

Don’t hang curtains on a wall you might knock down.

In other words, write your paper and make sure it’s the way you want it before you start editing it.
Just like we don’t put carpet down in a house that doesn’t have a roof yet, you shouldn’t spend
time editing and proofreading a paragraph that you might not even keep. Build first; decorate later.

Gather materials as you go.

Houses are built in stages. Not all of the materials have to be on site on the first day of
construction. You might not have all of your ideas developed when you start writing. Write what

you have and other ideas will follow.
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Don’t decorate a cake you haven’t baked.

Don’t be afraid to make a mess!
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